San Francisco Call, Volume 98, Number 90, 29 August 1905 — TONINI FAILS FOR BIG SUM [ARTICLE]
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Agent for Italian Steam-
ship Company Files a
Petition in Bankruptey

LOSE SMALL SAVINGS

Many Poor Foreigners Whose

Money Was Held .by the
Insolvent Are Sufferers

Michael G. Toulnl, local agent for an
Italian steamship company, filed a peti-
tion in bnntmptq yesterday, fixing his
Habilities at $7.7156. His failure caused

quite a sensation in the Itallan quarter.
He is a prominent member of several
Italian societles and until recently was a
member of the Italian Board of Trade. :
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+The Bank Commissioners say that
Toninl had, of course, no licensé to
transact a banking businesa and that
if he dld so. as Ia clalmed by the
creditors, he ia liable to suffer the
. penalty. . ¥ |
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BANK AGENT
IRRESTED I SH
T MSELMD

f|Left Here Ten Months Ago‘
' Under Charges of Em- -
bezzling $60,000.

' M. Q. Toninl, & prominent Italian
|||uln.talhlp and banking agenl. was ar-
‘L rested yesterday ot hia home In San
Anselmao by Deputy Sherllf Treanor on
a charge of ecmbrezzlemeont of funds ag-
Kregating $60.000, sworn to ten montha
aEe,  He was brought 1o 8an Franviseo
by Bheriff W. 1" Taylor of Mavin county
und locked up In . the O'Farrall-street
station,

Toninl digappeared mevers]l months
ago. Many ltaliany, who clalmed that
1| they had gisen him their money for
« | Bafe  Reeping entered  complaints
o Agalnst him aod =ecured o warrant for
- | hin arrest, charging him with embex-
rlement. The warrant was burned in
the fire. and Toninl evidently thought
that the danger of arrest was removed,

{
L]
o
r|He returned to his home fn San An-
t
L]
U]

i

3 o BN et s

Eelmo and Jived In conceniment with
his family until the nelghbors became
L} lelous,

f, when asked (o make a siate-
ment for publication, refused to dls-

- wal the cuar.

™ € nervously expressed regrel for
allowing the officer to  arrest him.
“You have done 1t. You srrestsd me
without a warrant. You got me all
right,” emphatically f’l‘llll'ttd Toninl
to Bheriff Taylor Taylor stated that
he made the arvest on the advice of
Distriet Attorney 7. P, Boyd of Marin
county, who told him that on a felony
charge It was lrfnl to apprebend the
risoner without the customary papers
or & period of ihree yvears after the
‘lerime s wlleged Lo have been com-
mlalud. 8ol 1o0al

" nettl, a local attorney, rep-
riresenting & number of ltallans who
claimed they wers victimiged by To-
- | ninl, Is sald to have procured the orig-
.| Inal warrant for the accused. A re-
ward of §1,000 wus offered for the fugi-
tive's apprehension,
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" SAN FRANCISCO BROKER
4 ARRESTED FOR FRAUD

i

|
| Italian Nabbed in San Anselmo on|
1 Charge of Misconduct Prior
N to the Fire,

SAN FRANCISCO, June 26—\,
-1 G. Tonmnt, a former resident of San
Francisco's ltalian quarier, was ar-|
rested today in San Anselmao. Cal, by |
Sheriff Tavlor, of Marin  county. |
'brought back to this city and lodged |
in the city prison to await investiga
tion of a charge ll'l.‘ft‘!‘l'(‘l] agamst
him prior to the San Francisco hre,
The destructinn of the police rvmn'ds]
| has made it difficult to ascertain the
- lexact circumstances surrounding |
Tonini's case. but officers who were
in pursuit of the prisoner prior to the
fire state that he 18 wanted on  a|
charge of embezzlement, approximat-
ing S6.4.000,

The police say Tonini conducted a
'leart of broker's establishment exten-
| sively patronized by ITtalians, and that
| he patd a rate of interest shghtly

i higher tha

pimni— L - |

- l WILL BE APPEALED 14

n was allowed by the banks. |
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Tavlor. Immedlately after his arrest
Toniui wiis taken to San Francisco,
Tonini was found hiding in a clos=t
of his houeg at the base of Bald Hill, ¢
Mrs, Tonini recognized the sherifl
and refused him addmi tasee  She :ul-l :
imtied that her husband was in the
honse, bt declared that she woald not
oive nim o up unlesg a warrsnt was
hown, As the charge in this cagp i=
a felopy, Toeyvlor foreed his way past
Flthe woman and found Tonini erouch
ne in a eloset, He submitied gquistls
to arrest and was taken on the next

bl train to San Francicsco.

— e

BOND NOT FILED. |
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TONINI REFUSES
TO DISCUSS CASE

Destruction of Cllylecords Induced
Him to Return to His
Home.

M. (3. Tonini, the Itallan banker and
steamship ticket broker who wgs ar-
rested in Marin county on a charge of
embezaling $64,.000 from [tallan cllents,
wias a private banker. Hils place was
locaded aut 4 Monlgomery avenue,

A warrant was issued for his arrest
neviernl mormrtha before the fire but To -
nini disappearsd. Nothfug wus seen of
him for months,. Then the records of
the Police r»epartment were burned in
the fire and the warrant for Tonlol'« |
arrest destroyed If was probably this
fact that encouraged Toninl to rvlurnl
to his home in San Anselinu, where
Sheriff W. P, Tavior arrested hlin yes-
terday afternoon.

Taylor wns advised by [dstrice At- |
torney ‘I, 1. Boyd of Marin counly
that It would not be necvasary for him
tor have o waurrant, so he entered To-
nini's housg, where the fugitive was
Hving with his wife and three daugh-
ll'v"r!!. Before he found his roam seveed
paupers were taken oul of & bureau
drawer by Tononl's daughter and ef-
fectunlly concenled.

At the pollee station In the Lowell
High School 'funlnl would not talk. He
refused to say where he had  been
since last September. His name wus
entered on the detinue book and he
was locked up In the O'Farrall-street
Station. A reward of $1000 had been
offered for Tonini's arrest.
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Tonini In Legal Coils
Enillpped by Sheriff

About a year ago M. G, Toninl was
awell known broker in San Francisco,
doing a large business In the Tralinn
colony.  He apparently became the
vietim of chanece or misfortune, and
not being able to respond to many
financinl claims, suddenly  made his
visit to some place unknown. Com-
plaints for embezzlemant. sand,, wuce
and likewise a reward for his capture,
It was pregumed that he had deft nntil
the rumor prevailed that he was at
San Anselmo well concenled from obe-
sorvation by his wife and danghters,
Shoeriff Taylor took measures aecord-
ingly and by exercising not o ltle of
the l’ugulmlty for which he is deser-
vodly noted, soon discoversd  his hid-
ing place, much to the bewilderment
of IL wife and daughter, who thought
they had  deftly bidden him beyond
all serutiny.

The arrested man was exceedingly
popular and stood high in business
cireles and  his  financial  troubles
cansed a general surprise,

Hix habits were good and his sud-
den adverse turn in business is said
to be due to unfortunate Hnanclal wl-
ventures and investments,
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